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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 



November 26, 2003 



Applicants (now "Appellant") hereby appeal to the Board of Patent Appeals and 
Interferences ("the Board") from the final rejection of the Examiner dated March 26, 
2003. This document represents Appellant's Appeal Brief. 



$ 1.192(c)(1). REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 

The real party in interest is the Assignee of the present application, namely 
Siemens Aktiengesellschaft. It is noted that the Assignment to Siemens 
Aktiengesellschaft, Inc. is recorded with the USPTO at Reel No. 012521, Frame No. 
0050. 

§ 1.192(c)(2). RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 

Appellant is aware of no related appeals and interferences. 
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§ 1.192(c)(3), STATUS OF CLAIMS 

Claims 1-36 remain pending in the instant application, with claims 1 and 25 being 
the independent claims in the application. 

§ 1.192(c)(4), STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 

A Final Office Action was issued by the Examiner on March 26, 2003. An 
Amendment in the application was filed, prior to the Final Office Action, on January 3, 
2003. The amendments therein were entered into the record. 



S 1.192(c)(5), SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The following summarizes the present invention by referring to Appellant's 
specification and/or disclosure. 

In one embodiment of the present invention, an outer spring clip 3 includes 
cutting blades 4 and a subsequent cutting region 5. The arrangement according to the 
described embodiment is efficient in cutting and/or displacing insulation. 

S 1.192(c)(6), ISSUES 

Issue No. 1 

Whether Burmeister et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,027,361 anticipates the subject 
matter of claim 25 and 27 obvious. 



Issue No. 2 

Whether the combination of Burmeister et al. in view of Onoue, U.S. Patent No. 
5,282,758 renders the subject matter of claims 1-24. 



§ 1.192(c)(7), GROUPING OF CLAIMS 

All the claims are grouped in one single group. 
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§ 1.192(c)(8). ARGUMENTS 

Issue No. 1 

Claims 25 and 27 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Burmeister et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,027,361. 

Independent claim 25 sets forth a combination of limitations including "at least 
one spring clip attached to the bracket, wherein the spring clip includes a cutting blade 
portion adapted to cut and located proximate to the contact region." Appellant 
respectfully submit, for the following reasons, that the patent document relied upon by 
the Examiner fails to teach or suggest at least the indicated limitation of independent 
claim 25. 

In one embodiment of the present invention, an outer spring clip 3 includes 
cutting blades 4 and a subsequent cutting region 5. The arrangement according to the 
described embodiment is efficient in cutting and/or displacing insulation. 

Turning now to the relied upon patent document, Burmeister et al. teach an 
insulation displacement contact 10. As is illustrated in figure 2, the insulation contact 10 
includes two contact shanks 20 that have ends 22. According to the relied upon patent 
document, this structure enables "wires to be inserted gently and smoothly." 

The Appellant respectfully submits and respectfully request that the Examiner 
clarify how the invention according to Burmeister et al. can enable "wires to be inserted 
gently and smoothly," if as the Examiner alleges, there were indeed blades on the end 22? 

In accordance with the above comments, Appellant respectfully submits that the 
patent documents relied upon by the Examiner neither teaches nor suggests at least the 
indicated limitation of independent claim 25. With regard to the rejected dependent 
claim, Appellant respectfully submits that this claim is allowable at least due to its 
dependence upon an allowable independent claim. Accordingly, Appellant respectfully 
requests reconsideration and withdrawal of the claim rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b). 

Various dependent claims stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). In particular, 
claims 28-29, 30, 31-35, 26, 30 and 36. With regard to the rejection of these claims, 
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Appellant respectfully submits that these claims are allowable at least due to their 
dependence upon allowable independent claim. 

Issue No. 2 

Additionally, claims 1-24 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Burmeister et al., in view of Onoue, U.S. Patent No. 5,282,758. This 
rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Similar to independent claim 25, independent claim 1 sets forth a combination of 
limitations including "an outer spring clip surrounding and reinforcing the contact region, 
wherein the spring clip forms an insulation displacement blade in at least one end region, 
the blade in the at least one end region forming an entry region capable of cutting and 
located in front of the contact region." Appellant respectfully submits, for the reasons 
provided hereinabove and hereinbelow, that neither the patent documents relied upon by 
the Examiner, whether in combination together or standing alone, teaches or suggests at 
least the indicated limitation of independent claim 1. 

In an effort to make up for the deficiencies of Burmeister et al., the Examiner has 
relied upon Onoue. Nowhere in Onoue are the words blade or cutting, or other words 
that even relate to blade or cutting, used to describe cutting insulation. The Examiner 
alleges that Reference Number 12 of the Onoue patent document teaches "an insulation 
displacement blade." However, according to Onoue, Reference Number 12 relates to 
wire-holding members. These wire-holding members 12 function simply to hold a wire 
lead in place. Nothing in the relied upon patent document indicates that these wire- 
holding members 12 are functional for the use of cutting. In other words, there is no 
cutting capability that is associated with the wire-holding members 12. 

In accordance with the above, Appellant respectfully submits that the recitation of 
independent claim 1 is neither taught nor suggested by the patent documents relied upon 
by the Examiner, whether taken standing alone or in combination together. 

With regard to the rejected dependent claims, Appellant respectfully submits that 
these claims are allowable at least due to their dependence upon allowable independent 
claim. 
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Accordingly, Appellant respectfully requests reconsideration and withdrawal of 
the claim rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 

Further, Appellant respectfully submits that the Examiner has shown no teaching 
or motivation which would lead one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings 
of Burmeister et al. with Onoue. In order to combine the prior art references, the 
Examiner must show some teaching, suggestion or motivation of the desirability of 
making the specific combination that was made by the Applicant. The motivation, 
suggestion or teaching may come explicitly from statements in the prior art, the 
knowledge of one of ordinary skill in the art, or in some cases, the nature of the problems 
to be solved. See In re Dembiczak, 50 USPQ2d 1614 (Fed. Cir. 1999) and In re Kotzab , 
55 USPQ2d 1313 (Fed. Cir. 2000). No such motivation has been indicated by the 
Examiner. 

While Burmeister et al. is directed to an insulation displacement contact, Onoue is 
merely directed to a normal electrical contact and thus has nothing to do with displacing 
insulation. While Burmeister et al. arguably includes some type of contact spring, and 
Onoue arguably includes some type of bent wire holding members 12, claim 1 calls for a 
spring clip forming an insulation displacement blade in at least one end region. There is 
nothing in Onoue, since it does not even disclose a spring clip, which would motivate one 
of ordinary skill to even place its wire holding members in the alleged spring clip of 
Burmeister et al., let alone forming a spring clip which forms an insulation displacement 
blade as claimed in claim 1 (and let alone a blade which forms an entry region capable of 
cutting and located in front of a contact region as is also set forth in claim 1). 
Accordingly, without such motivation, Appellant respectfully submits that the Examiner 
has not established a prima facia case of obviousness which would render any of claims 
1-36 of the present application obvious. Accordingly, withdrawal of the rejection of 
claims 1-24 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as being unpatentable over the alleged combination of 
Burmeister et al. in view of Onoue is respectfully requested. 

(OVERALL) CONCLUSION 

Appellant has shown that the rejections of the pending claims are improper. 
Accordingly, Appellant requests the Board to reverse the Examiner's rejections. 
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If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and 
future replies, to charge payment or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 08- 
0750 for any additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. §§1.16 or 1.17. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HARNESS, DICKEY & PIERCE, P.L.C 



By: 




Ronald J. Daley, Reg. No. 34,313 
P.O. Box 8910 
Reston, VA 20195 



Attachment - Appendix (Copy Of Claims Involved In The Appeal) 
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1. (Amended) An insulation displacement contact, comprising: 

a slotted, sprung contact region as a contact-making slot formed on a 
connecting bracket; and 

an outer spring clip surrounding and reinforcing the contact region, 
wherein the spring clip forms an insulation displacement blade in at least one end region, 
the blade in the at least one end region forming an entry region capable of cutting and 
located in front of the contact region. 

2. (Amended) The insulation displacement contact as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the contact-making slot includes at least one blunt contact zone to protect a 
conductor core. 

3. (Amended) The insulation displacement contact as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein the spring clip and blade are formed from suitably hard material, and wherein 
the contact region is formed from electrically conductive material. 

4. (Amended) The insulation displacement contact as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein each connecting bracket forms a contact-making slot at each of its ends. 

5. (Twice Amended) The insulation displacement contact as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein at least one of the spring clip and the connecting bracket are designed 
such that limbs of the spring clip secure the contact-making slot in its position. 

6. (Amended) The insulating displacement contact as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the cutting blade on the end region forms an entry region capable of cutting, and 
located in front of the contact region. 
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7. (Amended) A connecting terminal having at least one insulation 
displacement contact as claimed in claim 1. 

8. (Amended) A terminal strip having at least one insulation displacement 
contact as claimed in claim 1. 

9. (Previously Presented) The insulation displacement contact as claimed in 
claim 2, wherein each connecting bracket forins a contact-making slot at each of its ends. 

10. (Previously Presented) The insulation displacement contact as claimed in 
claim 3, wherein each connecting bracket forms a contact-making slot at each of its ends. 

11. (Amended) The insulation displacement contact as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein at least one of the spring clip and the connecting bracket are designed such that 
limbs of the spring clip secure the contact-making slot in its position. 

12. (Amended) The insulation displacement contact as claimed in claim 3, 
wherein at least one of the spring clip and the connecting bracket are designed such that 
limbs of the spring clip secure the contact-making slot in its position. 

13. (Previously Presented) An insulating displacement contact as claimed in 
claim 2, wherein the cutting blade on the end region forms an entry region capable of 
cutting, and located in front of the contact region. 

14. (Previously Presented) An insulating displacement contact as claimed in 
claim 3, wherein the cutting blade on the end region forms an entry region capable of 
cutting, and located in front of the contact region. 

15. (Previously Presented) A connecting terminal having at least one 
insulation displacement contact as claimed in claim 2. 
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16. (Previously Presented) A connecting terminal having at least one 
insulation displacement contact as claimed in claim 3. 

17. (Previously Presented) A connecting terminal having at least one 
insulation displacement contact as claimed in claim 4. 

18. (Previously Presented) A connecting terminal having at least one 
insulation displacement contact as claimed in claim 5. 

19. (Previously Presented) A connecting terminal having at least one 
insulation displacement contact as claimed in claim 6. 

20. (Previously Presented) A terminal strip having at least one insulation 
displacement contact as claimed in claim 2. 

21. (Previously Presented) A terminal strip having at least one insulation 
displacement contact as claimed in claim 3. 

22. (Previously Presented) A terminal strip having at least one insulation 
displacement contact as claimed in claim 4. 

23. (Previously Presented) A terminal strip having at least one insulation 
displacement contact as claimed in claim 5. 

24. (Previously Presented) A terminal strip having at least one insulation 
displacement contact as claimed in claim 6. 

25. (Previously Presented) An insulation displacement contact, comprising: 
a bracket, including a contact region therein; and 

at least one spring clip attached to the bracket, wherein the spring clip 
includes a cutting blade portion adapted to cut and located proximate to the contact 
region. 
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26. (Previously Presented) The insulation displacement contact as claimed in 
claim 25, wherein the cutting blade portion includes a v-shaped region, adapted to cut 
insulation of a conductor. 

27. (Previously Presented) The insulation displacement contact as claimed in 
claim 25, wherein the at least one spring clip is located at an end of the bracket. 

28. (Previously Presented) The insulation displacement contact as claimed in 
claim 25, wherein the bracket includes a contact slot at each end. 

29. (Previously Presented) The insulation displacement contact as claimed in 
claim 28, wherein a spring clip is attached at each end of the bracket. 

30. (Previously Presented) The insulation displacement contact as claimed in 
claim 29, wherein the cutting blade portion includes a v-shaped region, adapted to cut 
insulation of a conductor. 

31. (Previously Presented) A connecting terminal including at least one 
insulation displacement contact as claimed in claim 25. 

32. (Previously Presented) A connecting terminal including at least one 
insulation displacement contact as claimed in claim 26. 

33. (Previously Presented) A connecting terminal including at least one 
insulation displacement contact as claimed in claim 29. 

34. (Previously Presented) A terminal strip having at least one insulation 
displacement contact as claimed in claim 25. 

35. (Previously Presented) A terminal strip having at least one insulation 
displacement contact as claimed in claim 26. 
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36. (Previously Presented) The insulation displacement contact as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein the insulation displacement blade includes a v-shaped region, adapted to 
cut insulation of a conductor. 
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